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Living Life in 3D: “A Follower of Jesus” 

Matthew 9:9-13 

Matthew 9:9-13 (ESV) – 9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.  

10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  

12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners.” 

Big Idea – 3D Living: Living Your Life from God’s Perspective 
 

Life in 3D 

Discernment: Prepare Yourself Today to Respond to God’s Unexpected Grace  

Matthew 9:9 (ESV) – 9 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.  

Direction: Discover Joy as You Learn the Love the Forgotten and Forsaken 

Matthew 9:10-11 (ESV) – 10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors 
and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  

 
When D. L. Moody once visited an art gallery in Chicago he was especially impressed by a painting called “The Rock 
of Ages.” The picture showed a person with both hands clinging to a cross firmly embedded in a rock. While the 
stormy sea smashed against the rock, he hung tightly to the cross. Years later Mr. Moody saw a similar picture. This 
one also showed a person in a storm holding to a cross, but with one hand he was reaching out to someone who was 
about to drown. The great evangelist commented that, though the first painting was beautiful, the second was even 
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Decisions: Live Your Life in Pursuit of God’s 3M Adventure 

Matthew 9:12-13 (ESV) – 12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not 
sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

3M Adventure 
§ Be The Messenger 

12 But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. 

§ Be The Merciful 
13a Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice…’ 

§ Be The Missionary 
13b …For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 
Memory Verse 

Matthew 9:13 (ESV) – 13 Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners. 

 
Going Deeper 
You are called to consistently apply the divine principles and truths found in the Word of God. Take 
the next step in your study by (1) Discussing and applying the sermon with your small group, (2) 
Participating in a Sunday School class, or (3) Study through the “Sermon Study Guide” found at the 
Welcome Center. 

                                                        
1 John F. MacArthur, Jr., Matthew, MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1985), 116-17. 


