
James: Training that Transforms
“Mastering My Motivation

Main Text 

James 2:1-13 (ESV) – 1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your 
assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 
who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the po
man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 
among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 
God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith an
he has promised to those who love him? 
rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 
who blaspheme the honorable name by which 

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 
has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 
is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

Big Idea – A Life M

Three Lessons Learned in Mastering Your Motivation

Lesson #1 – The Principle of Partiality

James 2:1-4 (ESV) – 1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wear
and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 
the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You 
stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

Lesson #2 – The Principle of Perception

James 2:5-8 (ESV) – 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 
6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, an
ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by 
which you were called? 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.

James: Training that Transforms 
Mastering My Motivation: Judgment vs. Mercy” 

James 2:1-13 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your 

assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one 
who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the po
man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions 
among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not 
God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which 
he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the 
rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones 
who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?  

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 

convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 

murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 

is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

A Life Motivated by Mercy Brings Victory Not Defeat

Mastering Your Motivation 

artiality: Favoritism Brings Failure, Fairness

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, 

and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears 
the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You 

d over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

erception: Value is Not Determined by Facade

Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 

But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, an
Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by 

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 
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My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
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who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor 

have you not then made distinctions 
Listen, my beloved brothers, has not 

d heirs of the kingdom, which 
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If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are 

hoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 

murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment 

is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

efeat 

airness Brings Favor 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
ing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, 

and if you pay attention to the one who wears 
the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You 

have you not then made distinctions among 

acade but Fidelity 

Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 

But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the 
Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by 

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall 
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Lesson #3 – The Message of Mercy: The Display of Mercy Reveals the Depth of Your Faith 

James 2:9-13 (ESV) – 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the 
law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty 
of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do 
not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and 
so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to 
one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  

Memory Verse 

John 7:24 (ESV) – Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment. 

Challenge:  
You are called to consistently apply the divine principles and truths found in the Word of God. Take 
the next step in your study by (1) Discussing and applying the sermon with your small group, (2) 
Participating in a Sunday School class, or (3) Study through the study guide found at the Connection 
Point. 


