
April 07, 2019 

Grace Unleashed: Restored and Refreshed 
Restored…Refreshed…Redeemed 

The Epic Tale of Philemon 
Sermon Series 

Have you ever got a postcard in the mail that surprised you with joy? The letter of Philemon is 
like a power packed postcard that teaches us an Epic Tale of God’s Grace Unleashed. This 
amazing letter speaks to every individual at an intimate level. All of us, at one point, have 
found ourselves in the position of Philemon, the offended. We have been betrayed, abused, and 
taken advantage of. And yet, we have all also found ourselves in the shoes of the offender, 
Onesimus. We have sinned, unintentionally or intentionally wronging a friend. We have taken 
advantage and betrayed. This letter touches the heart and mind of every believer as it reveals 
God’s Grace Unleashed bringing about a life Restored, Refreshed, and Redeemed.  

Big Idea – God’s Grace Unleashed Always Restores and Refreshes the Fractured Life 

Three Lessons Learned from Philemon 

Lesson #1 – God’s Restoration Always Transforms Your Character 

Philemon 1-3 (ESV) – 1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To 
Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2 and Apphia our sister and Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Lesson #2 – God’s Restoration Refreshes Your Heart With Love, Faith, and Joy  

Philemon 4-7 (ESV) – 4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 
5 because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and 
for all the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for 
the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7 For I have 
derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you. 

Lesson #3 – God’s Restoration Brings Blessing as It Refreshes Life With Renewal 

Philemon 20-25 (ESV) – 20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. 
Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing 
that you will do even more than I say. 22 At the same time, prepare a guest room for 
me, for I am hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to you. 
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 24 and so do 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
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Memory Verse 

Psalm 107:1 (NLT) – Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures 
forever. 


