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Series Summary 
Jesus was a master storyteller and often he would illustrate a Kingdom principle or one of life’s “Big 
Lessons” in the form of a short story known as a parable.  Join us in this series as we learn some 
God’s most valuable lessons to help us understand the depth of God’s love for the wayward, 
wounded, and persistent. 

Main Text 

Luke 15:11-24 (ESV) – 11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 
divided his property between them. 
and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 
14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be 
in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with
one gave him anything.  

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 
called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and fel
embraced him and kissed him. 21 

and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 
23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
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Four Stages of the Pattern of the Prodigal

Stage #1 – The Restless Heart of the Prodigal 

Luke 15:11-13a (ESV) – 11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he 
divided his property between them. 
and took a journey into a far country… 

Stage #2 – The Reckless Pursuit

Luke 15:13-16 (ESV) – 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a 
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 
he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into h
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And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be 
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 

And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no 

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will 

him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 

 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 

And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, 
in; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.  
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of the Prodigal Leads to Devastating Decisions

And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of 
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and took a journey into a far country…  
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Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a 
and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when 

he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So 
he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields 



to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything.  

Stage #3 – The Real Mess of Reality Pierces the Heart of the Prodigal and Prompts him 
to Return Home  

Luke 15:17-20a (ESV) – 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 And he arose 
and came to his father. 

Stage #4 – The Prodigal Returns with a Repentant Heart and the Father Rejoices 

Luke 15:20-24 (ESV) – 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, 
and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.’ And they began to celebrate.  

Memory Verse 

James 4:8 (ESV) – Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Challenge:  
You are called to consistently apply the divine principles and truths found in the Word of God. Take 
the next step in your study by (1) Discussing and applying the sermon with your small group or (2) 
Participating in a Sunday School class. 
 


