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Courageous Faithfulness
Nehemiah 6:1-19

Series Summary
The book of Nehemiah lays out the blueprint for every nation, every church, and every 
individual to learn how to rebuild the broken walls of life. Nehemiah led the nation back 
to Jerusalem to rebuild the ruined walls of the city. The people were weak and without 
protection as long as the wall laid in ruins which is also true with your life and mine.
The trials and difficulties of Life tend to knock down the walls of our faithfulness, 
strength, courage, and perseverance, leaving us vulnerable and fearful. God reminds us 
in this amazing book that it is possible to rebuild those broken walls. We find His plan for 
rebuilding life on the right foundation in the Book of Nehemiah.

Main Text

Psalm 56:3-4 (HCSB) – 3 When I am afraid, I will trust in You. 4 In God, whose word I 
praise, in God I trust; I will not fear. What can man do to me?

Big Idea – Courage Comes from the Creator…Trust Him, Serve Him, Follow Him

Three Lessons of Faithfulness

Lesson #1 – Stand Your Ground in the Midst of the Rumor War…God 
Will Prevail

Nehemiah 6:1-9 (ESV) – 1Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab 
and the rest of our enemies heard that I had built the wall and that there was no 
breach left in it (although up to that time I had not set up the doors in the gates), 
2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and let us meet together at 
Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.” But they intended to do me harm. 3 And I sent 
messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. 
Why should the work stop while I leave it and come down to you?” 4 And they sent 
to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the same manner. 5 In the 
same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open letter in 
his hand. 6 In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Geshem also 
says it, that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. 
And according to these reports you wish to become their king. 7 And you have also 
set up prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, ‘There is a king in Judah.’ 
And now the king will hear of these reports. So now come and let us take counsel 
together.” 8 Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have been done, 
for you are inventing them out of your own mind.” 9 For they all wanted to frighten 
us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, and it will not be done.” But now, 
O God, strengthen my hands. 

Lesson #2 – Courageous Christians Walk by Faith to Avoid Being 
Foiled by Fear

Nehemiah 6:10-14 (ESV) – 10 Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the son 
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of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who was confined to his home, he said, “Let us meet 
together in the house of God, within the temple. Let us close the doors of the 
temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you by night.” 11 But I 
said, “Should such a man as I run away? And what man such as I could go into the 
temple and live? I will not go in.” 12 And I understood and saw that God had not sent 
him, but he had pronounced the prophecy against me because Tobiah and 
Sanballat had hired him. 13 For this purpose he was hired, that I should be afraid 
and act in this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in order to taunt 
me. 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that 
they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted 
to make me afraid. 

Lesson #3 – Be Persistent in Your Pursuit and Remember that God 
Builds While the Enemy Blasts

Nehemiah 6:15-19 (ESV) – 15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the 
month Elul, in fifty-two days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations 
around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that 
this work had been accomplished with the help of our God. 17 Moreover, in those 
days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah’s letters came to 
them. 18 For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, because he was the son-in-
law of Shecaniah the son of Arah: and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter 
of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also they spoke of his good deeds 
in my presence and reported my words to him. And Tobiah sent letters to make me 
afraid.

Memory Verse

Isaiah 41:10 (ESV) – Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.

Challenge: 
You are called to consistently apply the divine principles and truths found in the Word of 
God. Take the next step in your study by (1) Discussing and applying the sermon with 
your small group or (2) Participating in a Sunday School class.
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