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Knowing the Blessing of the Lord

Nehemiah 8:1-18

Series Summary
The trials and difficulties of Life tend to knock down the walls of our faithfulness, 
strength, courage, and perseverance, leaving us vulnerable and fearful. God reminds us 
in this amazing book that it is possible to rebuild those broken walls. We find His plan for 
rebuilding life on the right foundation in the Book of Nehemiah.

Main Text

Nehemiah 8:1-13,18 (ESV) – 1 And all the people gathered as one man into the 
square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of 
the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought 
the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand 
what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing 
the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a 
wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood 
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and 
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam 
on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 
was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting 
up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces 
to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people 
to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from 
the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord 
your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words 
of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine 
and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. 
And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites 
calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 
12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to 
make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to 
them. 

13 On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests 
and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the 
Law…18 And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of 
the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a 
solemn assembly, according to the rule. 
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Big Idea – Revival Brings a Refreshed Passion, Renewed Perspective, and 
Restored Path  

Three Themes to Observe

Theme #1 – Truth Trains and Transforms as You Grasp God’s Word

Nehemiah 8:1-8 (ESV) – 1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square 
before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law 
of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they 
heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men 
and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people 
were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden 
platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, 
Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, 
Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left 
hand. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all 
the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, 
the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. 
And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, 
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to 
understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the 
book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 

Theme #2 – The Conviction of God’s Word Compels You to Rejoice
and Respond With Gratitude

Nehemiah 8:9-12 (ESV) – 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the 
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This 
day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as 
they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat 
and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this 
day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is 
holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to 
send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words 
that were declared to them. 

Theme #3 – Persevering in Your Understanding and Application of 
God’s Word Translates His Input into Life Changing Insight

Nehemiah 8:13,18 (ESV) – 13 On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses of all 
the people, with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in 
order to study the words of the Law…18 And day by day, from the first day to the last 
day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and 
on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule. 

Memory Verse
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Nehemiah 8:10b (ESV) – “For this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.

Challenge: 
You are called to consistently apply the divine principles and truths found in the Word of 
God. Take the next step in your study by (1) Discussing and applying the sermon with 
your small group or (2) Participating in a Sunday School class.
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