
08/04/2019
Prioritizing Your Priorities

Nehemiah 9:38-10:39

Series Summary
The trials and difficulties of Life tend to knock down the walls of our faithfulness, 
strength, courage, and perseverance, leaving us vulnerable and fearful. God reminds us 
in this amazing book that it is possible to rebuild those broken walls. We find His plan for 
rebuilding life on the right foundation in the Book of Nehemiah.

Main Text

Nehemiah 9:38 (ESV) – 38 Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on 
the sealed document are the names of our princes, our Levites, and our priests.

Nehemiah 10:28-39 (ESV) – 28 “The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the 
gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants, and all who have separated 
themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, their sons, 
their daughters, all who have knowledge and understanding, 29 join with their 
brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to walk in God’s Law that 
was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the 
commandments of the Lord our Lord and his rules and his statutes. 30 We will not 
give our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for our sons. 
31 And if the peoples of the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to 
sell, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will forego 
the crops of the seventh year and the exaction of every debt. 

32 “We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly a third part of a shekel for 
the service of the house of our God: 33 for the showbread, the regular grain offering, 
the regular burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the new moons, the appointed feasts, the 
holy things, and the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work 
of the house of our God. 34 We, the priests, the Levites, and the people, have 
likewise cast lots for the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, 
according to our fathers’ houses, at times appointed, year by year, to burn on the 
altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in the Law. 35 We obligate ourselves to 
bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of every tree, year by 
year, to the house of the Lord; 36 also to bring to the house of our God, to the priests 
who minister in the house of our God, the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, as 
it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks; 37 and to 
bring the first of our dough, and our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the wine 
and the oil, to the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and to bring to 
the Levites the tithes from our ground, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all 
our towns where we labor. 38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the 
Levites when the Levites receive the tithes. And the Levites shall bring up the tithe 
of the tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers of the storehouse. 39 For the 
people of Israel and the sons of Levi shall bring the contribution of grain, wine, and 
oil to the chambers, where the vessels of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests 
who minister, and the gatekeepers and the singers. We will not neglect the house of 
our God.”
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Big Idea – Pattern Your Priorities After God’s Promises and His Word

Three Lessons Learned from Nehemiah

Lesson #1 – Your Priorities Today Shape Your Future Tomorrow

Nehemiah 9:38 (ESV) – 38 Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on 
the sealed document are the names of our princes, our Levites, and our priests.

Lesson #2 – Promise the Lord to Honor Him in All Areas of Your Life

Nehemiah 10:28-31 (ESV) – 28 “The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the 
gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants, and all who have separated 
themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, their sons, 
their daughters, all who have knowledge and understanding, 29 join with their 
brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to walk in God’s Law that 
was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the 
commandments of the Lord our Lord and his rules and his statutes. 30 We will not 
give our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for our sons. 
31 And if the peoples of the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to 
sell, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will forego 
the crops of the seventh year and the exaction of every debt. 

Lesson #3 – Be Authentic in Your Walk with the Lord from Your Work
to Your Worship

Nehemiah 10:32-39 (ESV) – 32 “We also take on ourselves the obligation to give 
yearly a third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God: 33 for the 
showbread, the regular grain offering, the regular burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the 
new moons, the appointed feasts, the holy things, and the sin offerings to make 
atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 34 We, the 
priests, the Levites, and the people, have likewise cast lots for the wood offering, to 
bring it into the house of our God, according to our fathers’ houses, at times 
appointed, year by year, to burn on the altar of the Lord our God, as it is written in 
the Law. 35 We obligate ourselves to bring the firstfruits of our ground and the 
firstfruits of all fruit of every tree, year by year, to the house of the Lord; 36 also to 
bring to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of our God, 
the firstborn of our sons and of our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the 
firstborn of our herds and of our flocks; 37 and to bring the first of our dough, and 
our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the wine and the oil, to the priests, to the 
chambers of the house of our God; and to bring to the Levites the tithes from our 
ground, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all our towns where we labor. 
38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites 
receive the tithes. And the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the house 
of our God, to the chambers of the storehouse. 39 For the people of Israel and the 
sons of Levi shall bring the contribution of grain, wine, and oil to the chambers, 
where the vessels of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, and the 
gatekeepers and the singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.”

Memory Verse

Proverbs 16:9 (ESV) – The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his 
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steps.

Challenge: 
You are called to consistently apply the divine principles and truths found in the Word of 
God. Take the next step in your study by (1) Discussing and applying the sermon with 
your small group or (2) Participating in a Sunday School class.
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