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Dinner With Jesus: Faith and Forgiveness
Luke 7:36-50

Series Summary
“Dinner with Jesus” invites us to take a seat at the table with Jesus as He engages us 
over meals in New Testament history. We learn how to model the grace and 
compassion of Jesus as we reach out to modern day “tax collectors and 
untouchables.” We discover how meaningful worship, praying in expectation, and 
learning from failure will fuel our spiritual growth.

Main Text

Luke 7:36-50 (ESV) – 36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he 
went into the Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the 
city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the 
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind 
him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them 
with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 

39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who 
is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I 
have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 41 “A certain 
moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will 
love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled 
the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”

44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet 
with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the 
time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head 
with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, 
loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were 
at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives 
sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Big Idea – Faith is the Key that Unlocks the Door of Forgiveness

Quote: Nothing in the Christian life is more important than forgiveness—our 
forgiveness of others and God’s forgiveness of us. – John MacArthur
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Three Facts About Faith and Forgiveness

Fact #1 – Redemption: Your Restoration is Not Found in Your 
Strength…It is Obtained in Your Surrender

Luke 7:36-38 (ESV) – 36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he 
went into the Pharisee’s house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the 
city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the 
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind 
him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them 
with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 

Fact #2 – Clarity: Your Conviction is Given Value When His Vision
Becomes Your Reality

Luke 7:39-43 (ESV) – 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he 
said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 
sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus 
answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, 
“Say it, Teacher.” 41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the 
debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, 
I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have 
judged rightly.”

Fact #3 – Grace: God’s Amazing Grace is Displayed as Your Scarlett
Sin is Made White as Snow

Luke 7:44-50 (ESV) – 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you 
see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she 
has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no 
kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not 
anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I 
tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is 
forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then 
those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, 
who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; 
go in peace.”

Memory Verse

Luke 6:37 (ESV) – “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you 
will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven…”

Challenge: 
You are called to consistently apply the divine principles and truths found in the Word of 
God. Take the next step in your study by (1) Discussing and applying the sermon with 
your small group, (2) Participating in a Sunday School class, or (3) Take the “Dinner 
With Jesus Devotional” and go through it with family and friends.
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