Dear Friends and Family of Sullivan First Christian Church,
I am writing to all of you during a very anxious time for our country and community. We look to the news
and we are bombarded by the latest updates and challenges regarding the coronavirus, also known as
COVID-19.
Each of us is feeling the impact of this global pandemic in different ways from its effect on the stock market,
groceries and cleaning supplies, and our personal health. Even though we face many obstacles in life, this
is one obstacle that has taken many people by surprise and has seemingly robbed them of peace.
During a time such as this, some questions weigh heavy on the mind on many:

§
§

How should we respond as Christians?
How are we responding at First Christian Church?

Question #1 – How should we respond as Christians?
We find our answer to the first question by looking to the pages of Scripture and reflecting on the
provision, protection, and power of the Lord. There is a threefold response that we can learn from the
Word of God that can be applied during a time such as this.

Response #1 – Trust the Lord
During times of tragedy, trial, and tribulation we must always remember that God is greater than any
obstacle we face. He is the One who holds the world in the palm of His hand, and He has authority over
all creation. During all times of life whether we are facing a time of great triumph or when we face obstacles
and trials that are beyond our control then the most important response is to make sure that we place our
trust in the Lord. My friends this is the perfect time to put the words of Proverbs 3:5 into a living reality in
your own life
Proverbs 3:5 (ESV) – Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding.
If you trust the Lord for your salvation, then trust Him for the present time in which you live and trust
Him with your future.

Response #2 – Use Wisdom
As Christians, we must always remember to face times of trial with wisdom. During the course of life
especially in times of unrest, the Word of God reminds us to exercise discernment. We must be wise with
how we choose to live this life and during a time such as this we must abound in practical and Biblical
wisdom. By choosing to arm ourselves with wisdom then we will fear the effects of the world less and rest
in the peace and presence of the Lord more.
Proverbs 3:13 (ESV) – Blessed is the one who finds wisdom and the one who gets understanding.

John 16:33 (ESV) – I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.

Response #3 – Pray
Finally, as Christians we realize that the most important thing that we can do during times of uncertainty,
times of trial, and times of fear is to pray more and worry less. We need to pray for friends, family,
communities, and countries that are feeling the impact of this time. We need to pray for God’s provision,
protection, and the gift of perseverance for ourselves and others as we seek to be the salt and light in these
days.
Philippians 4:6 (ESV)– do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
James 5:16b (NLT) – The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces
wonderful results.
As Christians, continue to pray and continue to honor the Lord in these days.

Question #2 – How are we responding at First Christian Church?
FCC is regularly monitoring the news and updates from state and local health agencies regarding COVID19. Our desire is to care for the entire well-being of the individuals and families who worship at Sullivan
First Christian Church—which includes physical as well as spiritual health. To that end, we want to let
you know the steps we are taking to respond to the concerns regarding the coronavirus:

§
§
§
§
§

We have increased the number and visibility of hand sanitizer stations throughout our church.
We have sanitizer available in two locations: (1) Welcome Center and (2) Café Foye.
We will temporarily suspend the greeting time or “handshake” moment during church services.
While we want to continue to welcome one another warmly in worship, there are other ways of
doing so besides shaking hands. Please, when you come to worship on Sundays, be respectful of
those who decline to extend their hands.
We are being extra vigilant with regards to cleaning the church every week. We are following the
County Board of Health recommendations to ensure a thorough cleaning of the church facility
every week. We have met with the janitorial staff to make sure that all knobs, handles, and
surfaces are treated regularly with disinfectant.
We are making every effort to make sure our church facility is safe.
Our Youth and Children’s programs as well other church programming will continue to follow
the Southwest School Corporation school schedule during this time. If you are unsure whether
your particular class or Bible study is meeting, please contact our office (812-268-4348) or your
study leader to confirm.

Currently, we do not have plans to suspend any Sunday activities. Creating a place for worship and prayer
is more important now than ever. Any schedule changes or cancellations will be posted on our website and
Facebook page.
If you are distancing yourself from public spaces at this time, we hope you will follow our services live
every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on our website (https://www.sullivanfcc.org/live/) or join us on
Facebook. You can also listen to the 10:30 a.m. service live on the radio at 95.3 WNDI.
Finally, we continue to pray for the safety and well-being of all, especially in those areas that have already
been hard-hit by the coronavirus. May God continue to fill you with peace and hope, in the midst this
season for our country and our world!
In Christ,
Dr. Timothy Lueking, Senior Minister
Sullivan First Christian Church

